Predicting Your Future

Ps 1:1-6 Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in  the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 2 but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his  law he meditates day and night. 3 He is like a tree planted by  streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither.  In all that he does, he prospers. 4 The wicked are not so, but are like  chaff that the wind drives away. 5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in  the congregation of the righteous; 6 for the Lord  knows  the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish. ESV

Prov 23:16 Surely there is a future, and your hope will not be cut off. ESV

______________________________________________________________________

It seems that everybody wants to predict your future.  And it seems that for every one that would predict your future, the year of 2012 is a key date to consider.  It's funny to me that people who take no spiritual stock in astrology and palm reading suddenly are buying into this 2012 thing.  So, for what it's worth, lets mention what has become known as “the 2012 Phenomenon.”

First you have to start with the Mayans – that Meso-American group who lived a few thousand years ago in what we call Middle America.  The Mayans worshiped Venus and had quite a few calendars based upon the astronomical cycles as planets and such appeared to their primitive minds in the sky.  The most celebrated is the so-called “long count” calendar which predicts – according to some – that time as we know it will end in 2012.  If you want specifics, then the date is December 21, 2012.  Actually at 3:12 pm just as you have your Christmas shopping finished for next year, the world will end.  Okay I just made that last part up, but it's just about as spiritual and scientific as the Mayan prediction.  They couldn't even predict that they would no longer be around to see this end of time as we know it – they couldn't even predict that the coming of Cortez would be a bad thing; do you really want to believe them?  Sort of like walking into a psychic’s office and they ask, “do you have an appointment?”  What?  You didn't know that I was coming?  I want my money back!

Or the Hindus – they want to predict your future too.  In his epic best seller (best seller in India, that is) “Brahma-Vaivarta Purana” (sounds like a very expensive cat food), Lord Krishna tells Ganga Devi that a Golden Age will come in the Kali Yuga, one of the four stages of development that the world goes through as part of the cycle of eras as described by Hindu sacred texts.  I'll save your brain a lot of “huh?” and just say that means that the next golden era begins in 2012.  Supposedly it lasts for 10,000 years once it starts.  Of course if they are right in all that their sacred scriptures say, then there is no heaven or hell and reincarnation is a reality.  If so, I just want to say that I want to come back as a bed sheet, that way I can lie in bed all day each day for the 10,000 years!    

The New Agers say that 2012 is the year where the Earth and its inhabitants may undergo a positive physical or spiritual transformation and that December 21, 2012 may mark the beginning of a new era.  That was a direct quote from one of their sources – don't you just love prophecies that use the word “may?”  Always leaves an escape route for the prophet doesn't it?  I may love you for forever, (which is to say, “or I may not.”)  Nothing like a prophetic utterance that is very definitive and bold.  2012 may be the year (or it may not.)

Actually true Mayan scholars not being paid by the History channel scoff at all of this prediction, especially the citing of December 21, 2012 as the Apocalypse as predicted by Mayan texts.  They say there is no such catastrophic predictions in Mayan glyphs or records but that just the Mayans didn't bother creating a calendar that counted that high.  In other words, the Mayans didn't foresee in the future enough to believe that the earth would still be around in 2013, so they just ended their calendars at the close of 2012.  These people couldn't even predict that we would be here and you want to trust them with your future?

Some have mentioned that the 2012 Phenomenon finds its roots in a fictional writer, Dan Brown.  Yeah, you've heard of him – The Da Vinci Code?  He wrote his novel – fiction, people, as in a work of his imagination – The Lost Symbol and used the December 21, 2012 date for the end of the world.  He was influenced by a series of TV shorts produced by the History Channel entitled “Decoding the Past” (2005-2007), “2012, End of Days” (2006), “Last Days on Earth” (2006), “Seven Signs of the Apocalypse” (2007), and “Nostradamus 2012” (2008).  Oh, I forgot about Nostradamus – he's another one who had grand plans for your future this coming year.  

In the book 2012:  It's Not the End of the World, Peter Lemesurier has documented many misleading statements found in all of these films and basically when you check them out, its hogwash.  Their sources for their claims are found on Youtube, Enquirer-type magazines, and grossly twisting statements in various books.   I was surprised to see as a source the book Breaking the Maya Code a book that I read about ten years ago when I was fascinated with the Mayan language and that is currently in my library.  If there was a prediction about the end of the world in that book, I missed it.  Yet it has been the basis for the Discovery Channel airing such stuff as 2012 Apocalypse (2009) where they suggested that “massive solar storms, magnetic pole reversal, earthquakes, supervolcanoes, and other drastic natural events may occur in 2012.  Again there's that fantastic word again to find in prophecy:  “may.”  I'm going to have to change my saying once again:  Not only are paintings, movies, and fictional novels a poor commentator of scripture, but apparently so is the History Channel and Discovery Channel.  And people will believe anything, it seems, except the truth.

Since everybody else seems to be doing it, let me join in and also predict your future.  But you might want to tune in to my prophecy today because I'm not going to use the ol' Magic Eight Ball.  I'm not going to depend upon a people who couldn't foresee that the Venus that they worshiped would still be shining in the morning and night sky in 2012.         I'm not going to use the History Channel or an author who tries to write provocative things so that he can take more Mediterranean vacations.  When I predict your future, I'm not going to a card or palm reader on Jackson Square in N'Awlins and I'm going to go to something that was predicting truth long before the Hindus stopped eating hamburgers.  I'm not even going to let the modern-day false prophets, the economic forecasters have a say in it.  Instead, I'm going to go to the Word of God – the same God whose thousands of prophecies have come true every single time – and predict your future based upon what He says.  All I have to do is turn to the 1st chapter of Psalms to predict your future and you'll be pleased to note that there is not one mention of the Mayans and not one time do you find the word “may” in it.  Rather than “may” you find the word “way” and it talks a lot about the choices that you make.  But assuming some choices, I can accurately predict what your future is going to be.  

__________________________________________________

Let's do it!  I'll even go out on a limb and say that if you listen carefully to what the Word of God says here, that I can predict your future on December 21, 2012.  And on December 22, and even to 2013, should the Lord tarry His coming.  This is a more sure word of prophecy:

Ps 1:1-6 Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in  the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 2 but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night. 3 He is like a tree planted by  streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither.  In all that he does, he prospers. 4 The wicked are not so, but are like  chaff that the wind drives away. 5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in  the congregation of the righteous; 6 for the Lord  knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish. ESV

I'm not a prophet nor the son of a prophet, but fearlessly we go forward.  My first prediction of your future is this:

Every man and woman can be blessed in 2012.

They can be blessed, if they heed the warnings and act on the promises found in this text.  The only stipulation that is presented as a prerequisite for this prediction by the psalmist is that of being human.  This is not for angels nor is it for aliens from another planet.  It is not for animals – it may be a rough year for your pet poodle or even your cat – but if you are human, then the Lord desires for 2012 to be “blessed.”  

Verse 1 and verse 2 presents some conditions that make this forecast come true, but let's fast forward to the actual prediction.  If you will heed and obey what scripture is telling you, then the Bible says very clearly:

Ps 1:3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither.  In all that he does, he prospers. ESV

This is not a “may-day” prophecy of what may happen, but this is a sure thing!  Other translations give it as:

Ps 1:3 He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, Which yields its fruit in its season And its leaf does not wither; And in whatever he does, he prospers. NASU  {emphasis my own}

The ESV presents it in what is called the prophetic tense, in that in scripture the future is predicted as such a sure thing, that it is often presented as already happening or as a fact even before it has come to pass.  This is true to the tenor of the text.  These predictions of fruitfulness and spiritual prosperity are so sure that they can be stated as fact.  If you fulfill the conditions and copy the behavior of the first two verses, this will be the outcome of your life this coming year!  And if you are human, then it is possible!  

Now notice something else:  

There is another possible outcome to this year.

God gives a very sure prophecy with two possibilities.  Why?  Because the future is contingent upon your choices.  That, in many ways, is good news because it means that 2012 – even how things are going on December 21, 2012 – are not going to be decided by Krishna, the Mayans, or even Dan Brown.  Actually it will have everything to do with your actions and choices.  If you had a nasty 2011, then chances are your actions within 2011 had something to do with that.  If you repeat those actions, then probably 2012 will be nasty too.  But it doesn't have to be that way.  You can choose to be blessed or, well, here's the other possible outcome:

Ps 1:4-6 The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 6 for the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish. ESV

Notice the firm prediction of verse 5:  “therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor the sinners in the congregation of the righteous.”  This same prophetic words was in place before 2011, by the way.  There are some who do not stand among the congregation of the righteous and have drifted away from churches that preach truth, and yet we must realize that the core issue is the choices that they made.  They chose certain paths and choosing against the Word of God ends up not being able to be blessed and stand a part of the true congregation of the righteous.  It is not by accident that some end the year closer to God and more apart of the church than others, it's by design.  And it is not the pastor's design, but the design of God for He is the One who makes it to happen.  “for the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish.”

What this means is that sometimes good things happen to bad people and sometimes bad things happen to good people, but in the long run and over the long haul of a year, it becomes very evident who is living under the favor of God and who is lacking such things.  It becomes very evident by those who have sought the Lord in truth and righteousness and those who have chosen sinful paths and to harbor unGodly attitudes.  It becomes very clear over the course of 12 months, those who are genuine and those who are fakes and it becomes very clear by the turnout of things.  

________________________________________

Enough about generalities, let me get to predicting your future.  Listen carefully as we'll use this to move on to the clear teachings of the first few verses:

I predict that there will only be one of two outcomes to your life this year.

The scripture, the Word of God that is the more sure word of prophecy, only gives two possibilities and how different they are from each other!  You will either be blessed, established, fruitful and favored, or you will wither, be driven away, unable to stand, and perishing.  That is the only two possibilities for you this year.  And get this, it doesn't depend upon what other people do to you; it doesn't depend upon outside circumstances at all.  God doesn't say that this prophecy is only good for times where the economy is great and your job situation is blossoming.  God doesn't say that this prediction is only good for times when its not an election year and there are no wars going on across the planet.  This prediction is not predicated on your 401k or your bank account balance sheet.  God's principles have never been dependent upon the storm or adverse circumstances.  In fact, if anything, they prove more obviously true to human eyes in such times.

And God predicts that there is no middle ground in your life.  When December 21, 2012 rolls around three hundred and fifty-four days from know, you will either be in the category of favored or cursed, the righteous or the wicked, either those who have moved forward to be planted and established and bring forth fruit, or those who have produced nothing beneficial for God and His work.  It's not as hard as we make it, this predicting the future and deciding what the next step is.  There's only two possible outcomes – pick which one that you want and choose accordingly!

I hope that your desire is to be that tree of righteousness that is favored and blessed by the Lord!  I hope such is your desire!  If not, then you don't need to listen to any more predictions because I predict that, leaning on your own understanding, you'll have no problem finding the way of the sinner that leads to destruction.  But if you want the favored fruitfulness to be your future, listen to yet some more predictions from God's Word:

I predict that you will have the opportunity this year to walk in the counsel of the wicked.

In every life here, there will be major life and lifestyle choices that have to be made.  And I predict that everyone of you will hear the counsel of someone who is ungodly.  The bible tends to look at things in black and white and doesn't see the shades of gray that we sometimes see.  In the scripture there is no such thing as a half-hearted Christian, there are only those who are on fire and those who are backslidden in heart and mind.  There is not found in the teachings of the New Testament where the idea of the ecclesia, which is to say, the church, is so wonderfully developed, an idea of fringe Christians or believers.  In the New Testament, there are those who are committed and inside and those who are not and who are outside.  Even when Jesus comes back, there will be a splitting of people into sheep and into goats.  There is no middle ground.  Either people are sheep – under the Great Shepherd and His undershepherd and easily led, or they are stubborn and headstrong and non-submitting like goats.  We are all either one way or the other in God's eyes – which are you!  

Have you ever noticed that scripture about the Passover, how that a person could either take a Passover lamb or a goat?  Who ever heard of a Passover goat?  We always use the term Lamb because Jesus Christ was the Lamb of God.  He was not the goat of God and in fact, the very symbolism of goats brings to mind rebellion and the devil.  Some people obey the Passover to become like their King, which is to say the Lamb of God and other people obey the Passover only to rebel and become like their king, which is to say the one slated for destruction.  The difference is in their actions.  

My point here is to remind you that not all that glitters is gold and not all counsel – even ones that are presented by people on the pews next to you – is Godly counsel.  My father-in-law says that the one thing about ministry that always blows him away is how that some people will take everybody's counsel except the truly Godly counsel.  Some people ask for advice only to find someone to agree with what they already want to do.  And it's funny how that they instinctively know who to go to in order to get such advice.  They don't go to the faithful saint who has the pastor's back and who has a real prayer life and who is walking after the Spirit and not the flesh.  They don't go to the true man of God who will tell them truth or the pastor who is called by God to shepherd them.  They go to the fringe Christian who is lackadaisical in church attendance and true holiness matters.  They go to the one who is not faithful nor dependable and that if the entire church were made of people of their level of commitment, the church would close.  They go to those who are fully committed to carnal things over the kingdom of God, when it is that they want someone to agree with them and not really seek Godly counsel.  

Such is the counsel of the wicked.  Though it grates our ears and perhaps startles us to think of such things, never forget that the scriptures say through the mouthpiece of Paul:

2 Cor 11:12-15 But I will continue doing what I have always done. This will undercut those who are looking for an opportunity to boast that their work is just like ours.13 These people are false apostles. They are deceitful workers who disguise themselves as apostles of Christ. 14 But I am not surprised! Even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 So it is no wonder that his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness. In the end they will get the punishment their wicked deeds deserve. NLTse

In Paul's day there were so called prophets in the church who passed themselves off as apostles of Christ.  Paul's take was “why are you surprised?”  Even the devil disguises himself as an angel of light.  He goes on to call their deeds “wicked deeds.”  We think of wicked as being pentagrams and heavy metal music, but really the counsel of the wicked is found in Spirit-filled churches since Paul's day and even in modern times.  It comes in the form of people seeking others to tell them what they want to hear and not what they need to hear.  It seeks of decisions being made and the pastor taking a stand on something and someone who beings to influence others that such a stand is not important.  It involves decisions where conflicting reports are being given and you've got to choose whom you will listen to in deciding.  

I predict that you will have such choices this year.  Be careful that you follow the writer of Hebrew's advice in such matters:

Heb 13:7 Remember  your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of their way of life, and  imitate their faith. ESV

Consider the spiritual content of the lives of those who speak to you.  If someone's life is an example of God's favor and anointing and truth and their marriage and relationships with others speak to this, listen to them!  Why would you listen to the advice of those who are not fruitful for the kingdom of God and who are doing little if you want to truly be fruitful!  I predict your future:  you will have to choose between listening to the counsel of the righteous and heeding the counsel of the wicked which may tell you what you want to hear all the while disguised as an apostle of Christ.  Choose carefully – the future is clear to those who refuse to walk in the counsel of the wicked!

I predict something else about your coming year:

I predict that you will have numerous opportunities to stand in the way of sinners this year.

Sinners are those who are not right with God.  We all are sinners saved by grace, but when we have obeyed His plan of salvation and walk in His ways, we are washed and have our minds renewed day by day.  Sinners are those who care less what God wants and care less about pleasing God.  And sinners are all around.  

Notice the plurality of “sinners” here.  The way or path of sinners, Jesus told us, is broad and wide and there are many who are on it.  Everybody likes being a part of something bigger than themselves.  Everyone to some extent is swayed by what others think.  The truth of the matter is that to choose the path that leads to eternal life is to choose a path that is strait and narrow.  That means that it is very constricted and there's not much room for deviation or blazing your own trail on it.  It is not always overly populated – few there be that find it are the words of our Lord.  

There will be trends where the majority of the world seeks after the next best thing this coming year, yet if you were to stand in the same path, would utterly destroy your walk with God.  The world will have a new way to sin this year.  The sinners will choose a path that takes them further and further away from the timeless truths of the Word of God.  This world is waxing colder and colder which means that it becomes less like Christ every day.  It is a great danger to say, “I'm not walking in the way of the sinners, but I'll just take a moment and stand there.”  And then as others pass you by, to say, “see I'm not all that bad, I'm better off than them!”  But the problem with comparing yourself always to where the world is at is that to always be just a bit better off than the world is to move further and further away from God.  Standing in the way of sinners is an escalator moving straight to hell!  

What will you stand for this coming year?  I predict that you will have the choice between standing in the way of the sinners and standing for truth and righteousness and holiness.  I predict that every one of you will have to make choices as to hobbies, music, friends, and past times that will either send you firmly down the road of one of two possible paths.  By December 21, 2011 it will be obvious which was the right choice.  By December 21, 2011 and probably months before that it will become evident which of those chose not to stand in the way of sinners and to pay the price of walking the path of the righteous.  In just a few months and even before summer, there will be buds of fruitfulness in the lives of those who choice the highway of holiness over the broad way to hell.  And as such I predict that much is riding upon how and what you choose to stand  this coming year.  Stand for the right things and in the right places and you cannot help but be fruitful.  Stand in the way of the sinner and you cannot help but reap the judgment and ill-favor of the wicked.  It's not all that hard to choose, when you keep the desired end result in mind.  

I predict a third thing in your near future:

I predict that you will have an opportunity to sit in the seat of scoffers this year.


To take in context what is meant by the term scoffers, we must examine how the scripture describes the conduct and attitude of one who does not sit in such a seat:

Ps 1:2 but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night. ESV  

This is the opposite of the attitude of scoffing and thus defines for us what is meant by the term.  The scoffer looks at the Word of God and realizes that there are some things tht are laws, which is to say commandments and mandates that are restricting and the scoffer views such things as unnecessary and overdone.  Rather than delight in them, the scoffer says things like, “That's not necessary” or “that's so old fashioned” or “that's being narrow minded!”  And rather than think continually about what the law of God has decreed and said, the scoffer thinks continually each day about finding a loop hole or in trying to find another way that is more liberating or in seeking to think about how foolish they perceive what God's Word has decreed to be.  

I predict that you will have the opportunity this year to sit down in the seat of the scoffer.  The Bible mentions the seat of the scoffer because to scoff is to set down on a judgment seat and make a declaration.  It is to comment and pass verdict on the truths of God's Word.  Listen carefully to my prediction here because there is no “may” or possibly in this:  God will ask you do something that is hard for you to do this year.  God will command something of you that requires dying out to some fleshly dreams and that requires facing persecution.  God will require something of you from His Word that will be difficult and cost you dearly in order to do what is right.  God will command something from you that gets you out of your comfort zone and causes there to be less of you and more of Him.  He does this so that you can fulfill the scripture and “deny yourself and take up your cross and follow Him.”  

And at that point of the matter, you have a very important decision to make.  You can deny yourself, put your shoulder back under that cross and move forward in the path that Jesus Christ's example leads, or you can sit down in the human seat of reasoning and scoff at it:  “that is so unnecessary, I don't think that I'm going to do that.”  And then you can turn and scoff at others who have made such commitments and become a critic of other's walks and commitments with God.

But remember something else:  to choose to delight in the law of the Lord and to focus on it day and night, no matter how tough it seems is to fulfill the last requirement before blessing and favor come!  And so I predict one final thing:

If you will choose to shut your ears to the counsel of the wicked, choose to walk the path of righteousness and not stand in the way of the sinner, and if you refuse to sit in the seat of the scornful, then you will be blessed!

There it is and it is a sure prophecy!  You will be blessed and blessed greatly!  And the word of God is sure and if you will act now it will be said about you:

Ps 1:3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither.  In all that he does, he prospers. ESV  

Forget the weather forecast, the metaphysical forecast, the Mayans, the Hindus, and even the fertile imagination of Dan Brown!  Instead of dwelling upon the doomsday economic forecasts of sinners, why don't you focus instead on something more sure!  Even if it gets worse, it can get better because God decrees:

Prov 23:16 Surely there is a future, and your hope will not be cut off. ESV

That is the sum of the matter of the righteous!  That is the sure future of the Godly!  That is the only prediction worth considering as you choose your life's course this year!  

Scholars have long noted that there is a descending order to the warnings in the first few verses of the first Psalm.  First a person is walking in the counsel of the wicked and then they are standing in the way of sinners and then they are sitting in the seat of the scornful.  It is a great truth that to choose such things leads to spiritual inaction in a person's life.  As a person chooses more and more poorly, the action slowly stops until the only thing moving is the hand of God in judgment in their life.  

But choose the opposite and the opposite occurs.  If you will you choose to focus on the Word of God this year and meditate and apply its laws day and night, you will stop sitting and will stand up spiritually!  And if you will choose the path of righteousness over the way of sinners, you will stop just standing still and will begin to walk forward.  And if you will refuse the counsel of the ungodly, you will find that you will no longer just walk spiritually but will begin to run the race which God has set before you.  And if you will continue to run His race for your life, then one day He will come and you will fly to meet Him!  And yet all of this great future is determined by the day-to-day things we set in motion by our obedience of lack thereof.  Choose the right future today!  Put down the magic eight ball and pick up the Bible!  Pick up prayer!  Pick up the Laws of the Lord and act in such a manner where His Laws bring blessing.  If you do so, you will be fruitful and grounded and blessed in 2012 and God will have predicted your future!      

